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Housing is a right, not a commodity. But in Quebec, measures to
prevent abusive rent increases are weak. As a result, housing
costs have skyrocketed in recent years, and tenants must allocate
an excessive portion of their income to secure housing, often at
the expense of their other basic needs. Others simply can no
longer keep up and end up homeless.

It's no surprise that tenants struggle to find affordable housing:
the average rent for a 4 1/2 in Quebec is $1,828 per month. For a
three-bedroom or larger unit, you can expect to pay over $2,200.

Tenants are not protected from rent increases. If a rent hike, even
an excessive one, is not refused by the tenant, it becomes legal.
Few tenants refuse increases, either out of fear of retaliation or
due to a lack of awareness about their right to reject them.
Contrary to the widespread myth, there is no mandatory rent
control in Quebec.

Another cause of soaring rents? Increases during tenant turnover.
Even though landlords are required to list the lowest rent paid in
Section G of the lease, many fail to do so or report false amounts.
And since there is no registry to verify a rental unit's price history,
tenants have no tools to confirm the information provided by
landlords.

To curb skyrocketing rents, the RCLALQ is calling on the Minister

Responsible for Housing France-Elaine Duranceau to implement
mandatory rent control measures now!
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